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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on August 
21 , 2008 has been entered. 

Claims 2-3, 5, 8-19 are pending in the instant application. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 19 is objected to because of the following informalities: In claim 19, the 
last line, the phrase "said removal support film" appears to have a typographical error. It 
appears that 'removal' is intended to be 'removable' Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. Specifically, claim 12 depends from claim 2. Claim 2 requires 
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a laminate consisting of several elements (emphasis added). Claim 12 then requires 
that "the laminate according to claim 2, further comprising a removable protective film 
covering a surface of said laminate...". This is considered indefinite because the 
transitional phrase "consisting of in claim 2 limits the structure of the laminate to those 
elements in claim 2, but the transitional phrase "further comprising" in claim 12 appears 
to reopen the structure of the laminate to additional elements. Since claim 12 has both 
open and closed transitional phrases with regard to the structure of the laminate, the 
Examiner has treated claim 12 on its merits assuming the broader interpretation is 
intended; that the laminate structure of claim 12 is open and may include additional 
elements not listed. Therefore, the previous grounds of rejection for claim 12 are 
maintained. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Iwasaki (US 
2003/0087179) (of record). 

Regarding claim 12, Iwasaki discloses a removable support film (40), a 
photosensitive unbaked spacer material layer formed on the removable support film 
(34), a burnable intermediate layer formed on the spacer material layer, the 
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intermediate layer being water-soluble or water swellable (35), and further discloses a 
removable protection film (36, 37) covering a surface of the laminate, the surface being 
the other side of the removable support film. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 2-3, 5, 8-1 1, and 13-19 are allowed. 

With regard to independent claims 3 and 8, the Examiner finds Applicant's 
arguments dated August 21 , 2008 and June 24, 2008 persuasive. 

Regarding independent claim 2, the references of the Prior Art of record fail to 
teach or suggest the combination of the limitations as set forth in claim 2, and 
specifically comprising the limitation wherein an unbaked laminate for producing a front 
plate of a plasma display device has a glass substrate having a surface on which 
electrodes are formed, A dielectric layer formed on the surface, and spacer layer formed 
on the dielectric layer, the laminate consisting of a removable support film, a 
photosensitive unbaked spacer material layer formed on the removable support film, 
and a burnable intermediate layer formed on the spacer material layer, the intermediate 
layer being water-soluble or water-swellable. 

Regarding claims 5 and 14-15, claims 5 and 14-15 are allowable for the reasons 
given in claim 2 because of their dependency status from claim 2. 

Regarding independent claim 3, the references of the Prior Art of record fail to 
teach or suggest the combination of the limitations as set forth in claim 3, and 
specifically comprising the limitation wherein an unbaked laminate for producing the 
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front plate of a plasma display device has a glass substrate having a surface on which 
electrodes are formed, a dielectric layer formed on the surface, and spacer layers 
formed on the dielectric layer, the laminate comprising a removable support film, a 
photosensitive unbaked spacer material layer formed on the removable support film, a 
burnable intermediate layer formed on the spacer material layer, the intermediate layer 
being water-soluble or water-swellable, and a non-photosensitive unbaked dielectric 
layer formed on the burnable intermediate layer, the dielectric layer consisting of a glass 
paste material. 

Regarding claims 1 3 and 1 6-18, claims 1 3 and 1 6-1 8 are allowable for the 
reasons given in claim 3 because of their dependency status from claim 3. 

Regarding independent claim 8, the references of the Prior Art of record fail to 
teach or suggest the combination of the limitations as set forth in claim 8, and 
specifically comprising the limitation wherein a method for producing a front plate of a 
plasma display panel having a glass substrate having a surface on which electrodes are 
formed. A dielectric layer formed on the surface, and spacer layers formed on the 
dielectric layer, the method comprising the steps of forming on the surface of the 
substrate a non-photosensitive unbaked dielectric layer consisting of glass paste 
material, a burnable intermediate layer which is water-soluble or water-swellable, and a 
photosensitive unbaked spacer material in this order, irradiating the spacer material 
layer with a patterning light, and developing the spacer material layer, to constitute a 
patterned spacer layer, baking the non-photosensitive unbaked dielectric layer, the 
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burnable intermediate layer, and the patterned spacer material layer simultaneously, to 
burn up the burnable intermediate layer and form the dielectric layer and spacer layers 
on the glass substrate simultaneously. 

Regarding claims 9-1 1 , claims 9-1 1 are allowable for the reasons given in claim 8 
because of their dependency status from claim 8. 

Regarding independent claim 19, the references of the Prior Art of record fail to 
teach or suggest the combination of the limitations as set forth in claim 19, and 
specifically comprising the limitation an unbaked laminate for producing the front plate 
of a plasma display device having a glass substrate having a surface on which 
electrodes are formed, a dielectric layer formed on the surface, and spacer layers 
formed on the dielectric layer, the laminate consisting of a removable support film, a 
photosensitive unbaked spacer material layer formed on the removable support film, a 
burnable intermediate layer formed on the spacer material layer, the intermediate layer 
being water-soluble or water-swellable, and a removable protection film covering a 
surface of the laminate, the surface being on the other side of the removable support 
film. 

As allowable subject matter has been indicated for claim 19, applicant's reply 
must either comply with all formal requirements or specifically traverse each 
requirement not complied with. See 37 CFR 1 .1 1 1 (b) and MPEP § 707.07(a). 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anne M. Hines whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2285. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:00- 
4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nimesh Patel can be reached on (571) 272-2457. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/Anne M Hines/ 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2879 

/NIMESHKUMAR D. PATEL/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2879 
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